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not of any consequence. Their enemies offered to prove
the contrary, whereupon an order was made to take their
number, which was found to amount, as I remember, to
about thirty thousand. The affair was again brought before
the council, and great reproaches made the first minister,
for his ill computation; who, presently took the other
handle, said, he had reason to believe the number yet
greater than what was returned; and then gravely offered
to the king's consideration, whether it were safe to render
desperate so great a body of able men, who had little to
lose, and whom any hard treatment would only serve to
unite into a power capable of disturbing, if not destroying
the peace of the kingdom. And so they were suffered to
continue.